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Der Tag meant that no longer should England instinctively
support the balance of power in Europe, that no longer
should this sixpenny army that dared to Troop the Colour
before the military staffs of Europe each 24th of May, in
bear-skin caps and red coats, flaunt itself as the sign of
a nation. Potsdam grenadiers should make sailors and rule
the waves however much Bismarck had warned against it.
England must go! Lest we forget this, remember, that the
'Hymn of Hate' was exclusively anti-English. The Kaiser had
forgotten, perhaps that principle so inimitably expressed
by Punch, that Got Straf England was wrong. The Scottish
soldier indignantly crosses it out on the wall of a French
cottage, and writes 'Britain* for England. Did not the
Sinn Fein Division 'God Bless them!9 go over the top to
the cry of 'Up the Rebels5.

However, that is all by the way, Germany was clamouring
for war with England, and to quote the words of a Scottish
statesman on another occasion, "She has asked for war,
and by God, gentlemen, she shall have it."

And so the poor Blond Beast found that Britain had
forgotten more of war than it had ever learnt. German
statesmen and strategians found that they had not learnt
one quarter of what the war d entrance that they had prated
of, meant. They who had thought of a three months' bully,
found a four-years9 war before them, and when their
magnificent fleet only half man-handled and miraculously
saved from annihilation returned after Jutland to port to
use their own expression, ca mass of scrap iron*, they had
had their-belly foil.

We should not forget how their people spat on their
prisoners of war and ill-treated them, how the people in
the streets spat on the wounded . . . though to the
honour of their medical men be it said they treated the
wounded well once they had them in hospital . . . how
they murdered poor Captain Fryer, how they shot foolish,
heroic Edith Cavell, and how the Belgian atrocities were